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O Christmas tree, O

Christmas tree, we won
the recycled Christmas
tree competition.
During O6Weed Ki
is a year 6 club on a
Wednesday lunchtime, the

children have been using
different shades of green,
recycled materials and
bottles to create a Christmas
tree for an exciting
competition.

The children really owe it all to
Mrs. McHatton and Mrs. Taylor.

| f t hey di dnot
challenging experiment, the
children might not have

bothered to even start it! It took
approximately 3 weeks of
Weed Killers sessions and two
extra lunchtimes to complete
this stunning design and
creation. The pupils are very
pleased and proud with the
results and with how the bottle
decorations turned out. We
hope that our hard-work has
paid off.

The tree has been entered into
a recycled Christmas tree
competition. Other schools
around Newcastle have also
entered this challenge to win a
mystery prize. Our school will
be very happy if we do win this

competition. The tree has been
on display in our foyer until it
was collected by the judges.

Thrilled, we received an email
spreading t he
WEQYE 6, WO | ¢ e
pleased with our hard work and
theef fort that
Our teamwork, which has
improved, was outstanding. We
demonstrated a professional
approach and created a
wonderful model of a luxurious
Christmas tree crafted from
scraps. For
school has won some valuable
vouchers for our amazing
alidinfehtsd Wi t h

By Sophia Thompson and Nicole Dale

Wishing you all a
0 Paceful Christmas 0
OHappy ;q
Healthy New Year 0

and a

from e veryone at
WDPS
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LOGO COMPETITION
RESULTS

WDPS was asked to get
cveativel and fioa ged their
thimKiry capgsOon. Everyone
fought for their idea to

W écHnBe thelnkw face lofothei t

WDPS logo. The creations of
the children came in thick
and fast and the children
bombarded their teachers
with lots of innovative ideas
from rainbows to stepping

t h e stdnésr-<hildrénrhiaving €uh h e

featured heavily.

children were competing
against each other to win this
prestigious honour to create
We s t Dent onds
would live on long after they
left. ~The children  were
exhilarated by the fact that their
design might be chosen! The
logo competition was initiated
by members of staff wh o
wait to notify the winner.

The governors met on Tuesday
22" November to decide on
the creation to go forward; two
children were chosen. These
designs (which were chosen)
have been made into an actual
logo.

... continues on page 2
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LOGO RESULTS CONTINUED

The childrends design

by a graphic designer

adrenaline was pumping because no one
knew who the winner was. The two
designs, which made the final cut, were
Mercedes White from Year 4 and Chloe
Cockburn form year 1-2 respectively.

JesT DenTon
PRIMARY
Scuoot. |

Congratulations to our two finalists and to
all of the children and parents who put pen
to paper to come up with some excellent
designs.

Although these designs stood out from the
crowd, the governors asked the graphic
designer to come up with a logo which

summed up aspects from the f i nal i st s

efforts. To see the new WDPS logo, visit
our school website -
www.westdentonprimary.co.uk

[=]7=

By Milena Baginska

This year WDPS is having a real push to improve
reading across the school and we need your help and
support with this goal!

Reading is a basic skill which can be developed
dramatically through an effective partnership between home
and school. It provides access to all areas of the curriculum
and at WDPS every opportunity is made to encourage all
children to become skilled readers. Success in reading has
a direct effect on the progress made in most areas of the
curriculum; therefore it is crucial that we help children to
develop their independence, self-confidence and motivation
in reading. We aim t & chddreewhb
develop a love of books, who enjoy reading and who read
for pleasure.

What are we doing as a school to make sure children

can read to a high standard?

V Last year we invested over £10,000 in a brand new
reading scheme so that there is continuity and
progression throughout the school.

V  We have updated the school library area.

V Each class is enjoying a novel- class text at the end
of each day.

V  We have half termly reading rewards for two
children per class, for those children who can
demonstrate that they are giving 100% with
reading.

V Children are having daily phonic sessions in
Reception and KS1 classes to ensure the children
have the necessary building blocks they need.

V Children in KS1 and 2 have regularly guided
reading sessions and they now have access to Bug
Club which is an online reading programme that
they can access in school or at home - the children
have been given individual logins.

V We have
great resource, this enables the children to keep up
ta.date with current affairs and read quality non-
fi8ion texts. It is proving very popular!

How can you help?

U Please read as often as possible with your child in
order that they become fluent readers.

0 Ask the children questions about what they are
reading and the language and vocabulary within the
books they read.

U We are always looking for helper to come into
school and read with the children. If you could
spare some time, please let the office know.

Miss Croll

al s o Frét glaws@vhiahs at


http://www.westdentonprimary.co.uk/
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FOUNDATION STAGE

)

In Wes
Nursery we
celebrated World |
Book Day by dressing |
up as characters from

Denton

stories and bringing
in our favourite books
from home.

Years Zoo Lab Vi

Rob the wizard came to visit
Reception. We helped him cast
spells and we met a range of
animals. V.

We
handled
the
different
animals
and we enjoyed learning lots of
interesting facts.

Reception Blue Reef Aquarium Trip

Reception went to the Blue Reef
Aquarium in Tynemouth. We had
a rock pool encounter, watched a
seal show and walked under an
aquarium tunnel. Sharks and
stingrays swam above our heads!
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IPC UPDATE
PHASE 1 SENSATIONAL

SENSES
This term the B “ g
children T, *
Phase One &=
have been
looking at

O0Sensati
Senseso.:

They have enjoyed
collecting autumn
objects which they
made into a sensory
art display.

The children used their
sense of touch to create a
seasonal piece of art.

Year 1/2 baked cakes
and hdd MecssauiridulaMaisgudsion about the
change of state between solids and liquids when
baking a chocolate cake.
The used their sense of
q smell to detect the
different ingredients as
they added them and
then they used their
sense of taste to eat

them up!

Using their ears to listen to

instructions, helped the

children to make web

cakes.

All  the children have

enjoyed the topic.

Aol |l oved tasting the

Kishokumar.
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Rotten Romans Meet
WDPS

Phase Three began
this exciting unit of
work by creating
their own Roman
armour. When this
challenging and
team building task
was complete, the
children took their
shields and donned
their helmets to be put through their paces on
the school field by the centurion AKA Mr
Shiel. The Testudo formation, the children
formed, was impressive and the battle cries
chilling. What an excellent entry point to
enthuse and engage the children.

Year 5 and 6s Vindolanda
and the Roman Army
Museum trip!

The children in WDPS, who are in years 5 and
6, got a chance to go to the amazing
Vindolanda and the Roman Army Museum for
their IPC (International Primary Curriculum)
topic.

When arriving at Vindolanda, on the 17/10/16,
Miss Croll, who is the deputy head of WDPS, took
her class of Y6 to explore the Roman fort.
Meanwhi |l e Mr s Singl eton
had a talk with an archaeologist.

El at ed, t he
skull, a shoe, a knife, a bone and a spear head. A
child
bone, however, | found the shoe interesting and
t he

Whilst standing on the lookout positions the
children were asked to imagine what it must have
been like to have been a Roman soldier. She

year 5 ¢l ass
tol dl iulkse fitthedi dowa s

spearhead intimidat:.

Page 4

even had the children brainstorming words for the
class tree.

Here is my flashback whilst standing upon the fort
ramparts.

SIS Ty 0Tl V ek

.~‘that goes by -t hiag
uess whaté | a m  SflisnsasEE

EEEsh" . coul d see you ‘mo
- suppose and | really like the job although ou
~enemy never seems to attack. | have to stand o
the fort and watch for intruders. It is a bit boring, :
~ have to admit though, however, the view is idyllic.
. You can see the superb white blanket of snow
covering the desolate landscape; and sometimes
(yet rarely) we see the sun. The mountains are

breath-taking and vast.

61 F 1| hadnot of SiECE
B hadnot have JHici
.~ Roman army, if I had

Beersuaded by they
f';__-have said farewell to my friends an
- family - would I still be here on ni;

FWatch? Anyway I &8
(eed to go because | need to do
training. :

B Your loyal son Brutus.

The children got to observe the decimated Roman
village.

It was time to go to the Roman army museum.

The children were led into the museum by Miss Croll. They got to pretend
to join the Roman army and after that they watched a film in 3D.
and Mr Shiel ds <cl ass

Before they knew it, it was time to go but the children hope to return soon.

By Sandra Barton and Ellen Barret
shown: a cowls

wer e
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PAST PUPILS DO WDPS PROUD

In this edition of the Stepping Stone
two ex-pupils have returned to inspire
the next generation to achieve their
dreams and goals. Read on to hear the
Izzy lons and Laurie Taylor success

stories i
w W A Y "/_
PR XA %

Reach for -7
the Stars AR ¢

On Thursday 15™ September a girl called lzzy
came to talk to us about achieving our goals and
being who you want to be. Izzy showed us a
video of her and her friend performing in a play.
Also she shared a few photos of when she was in
WDPS. She said that we should do something
that makes us happy when we are older
especially when we look for a job. I1zzy wanted a
few different jobs. She explained to us that going
for our goals is important. She said she picked
English, Drama and Music for her A-levels too.
By the time you read this article, she will have
finished her first semester at Brighton University.

Sandra and Molly Graham

On Thursday 23" of October 2016, KS2 pupils
enjoyed an inspirational talk from Miss
Taylor. It all started when she was in our

school just like us. When she started high
school, she never gave up and kept trying
and giving herself new challenges. Although
she di dnud evergmightolike all of her
other friends, she went home and studied for
what she wanted to do in life because you
cano6t reach your goal s
in at school. Miss Taylor studied Music and
Dance and her first audition was for Disney
Land. There were 102 people in the audition
and only 2 people were going through. But
she didnodét just say, i O
get through, |l etds go h
her best and thatdos al/l
only shown the dance once and then she had

to know it off by heart
But she still wanted more out of life.

Laurie was not deterred
and she dusted herself
down and picked herself
up and applied for a job |
abroad in Spain. Now she
works for a holiday
company. Miss Taylor
commented nwWo
Spain this year has been a [
fantastic  experience. |
have overcome many
challenges as well as
having lots of fun within
my job role. | have enjoyed
adapting to the Spanish
lifestyle and learning the
| anguage. I
return next year! Feliz
Navidad! o.

What Miss Taylor has not mentioned in her talk to the children is
that she did so well in her first summer season that she has now
been promoted and is now a head rep. It just goes to show that
6Quitters neverswhneveamdquwi inho
our ex-students and what they are now achieving in their adult
lives.

By Kacey Wood and Molly Cruddas
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In
been totally tapping their
toes with wuplifting music
every Tuesday for 6 weeks
with Franco and Steve, from
Newcastle Music Service.
When the 6 weeks were
over, all of the Phase 3
children performed in front
of the whole school and this
went really well. Overall, the
children really  enjoyed
themselves. The name of
these stimulating and
exhilarating sessions was
6Bamboo

The children used plastic tubes to
practise Bamboo Tamboo and to
make amazing music for the
show. To make the different
volume of sounds (loud and
quiet) they used beaters as well
as banging the tubes against the
hall floor. There were three
different coloured tubes: red,
yellow and blue and each had a
different pitch which
complimented each other.
Everyone was allocated a
different group; each group got to
make their own rhythmic pattern
and then the three groups came
in at different times to create a
stunning, performance piece of
music.

Sandra Barton

Tambooo.
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Estup Dia
panol

At WDPS we had a brilliant time when we packed our
bags to go to the beautiful country of Spain!

On the 23™ March, we asked the
children to bring in a suitcase or a
backpack to school which would
have everything they would need
for a trip to Spain. All the classes
had a different place in Spain to go
to and they had to be on time to
catch their flights from the school
hall. The view on the plane was
beautiful and calm.

The year 6 children took on the
different roles of people in an
airport and on a plane.
Ben/Belinda made a very
interesting air steward. All the
children were dressed up in red and

' yellow.

All classes had so much fun doing activities related to
Spanish culture and there was also a special Spanish

lunch which was delicious. Senora Mason performed
some flamenco dancing for the children and she was
highly entertaining.

I f 1t was nWBdsonftlere wdbld beono Spanish
day. So thank you Senora Mason for bringing Spanish day
to WDPS. O @
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WDPS RISE TO THE MATHS CHALLENGE

On Monday 21° November, some of our talented mathematicians from Phase 3 had the opportunity
to have a remarkable time at Broadwood Primary and meet a famous mathematician, whose name
was Jupiter, and learn more about maths.

-

One of the essential things that we have learned in maths was what
all of the symbols mean such as +,-, 8, I ~ \Qs Oandck, &
learnt this by sorting different symbols and shapes into groups. Also,

i f we didnot understand some of
meant and what .Wéawer@xtremely exalarated and
furthermore, we developed loads of new skills in maths.

One of our favourite tasks was completing a fraction challenge using
chocolate bars. We had to solve how many pieces of the chocolate bar had disappeared. Unfortunately, the yummy
chocolate was on the projector and not a morsel passed our lips and we were left with our mouths watering. The
only upside was that our knowledge of fractions and u
the next one.

By Sandra Barton and Ellen Barrett

Buddy Authors meet Real Life Story Maker

At WDPS writing has been a main focus as the children are developing higher level vocabulary and
linguistic features in their writing. On Monday 21°' November, some children were lucky enough to meet an
aut hor (whose name was Miles Salter). He wrote a bool
mystery.

The children arrived at Broadwood and they started off by playing a game.
The game was about running around in a circle and then Miles would say a
number and they would have to get in a group of that number. After that, he
would ask a question and they would discuss it in groups. When the game
ended they were asked more questions like, what is your favourite book?
What is essential in a piece of writing for it to be good? What things does a
book need to appeal to you? Then all
of the children tried to answer these
guestions and came up with some very
intriguing answers.

One bit after another, the children started to structure a fairy tale, which was about a
dragon who stole the princess and a knight who was trying to save her. The children
put their thinking caps on and steam began to spray out of their ears as they worked
their socks off to write the best piece of writing they ever had. Furthermore, in
between each part of the story, Miles chose some pupils and told them to be
characters. Therefore, this made the children feel like they were there and had a
better idea of what to write. At the end, some people were chosen to read their story
out to the whole group.

The children gained many new skills and much more vocabulary to impress their
teachers with. They left the school, with more knowledge about how to write an
| exciting piece of writing. You can tell that the children have enjoyed by the vast
. smiles on their faces. They had a fabulous time and wished they could come back
some other day.

By Milena Baginska




The Stepping Stone - Dec 2016 Issue 010 Page 8
At WDPS the PJ
children were
asked to bring PARTY
in food for the FOR
Peopljleds

Kitchen. Mr. WDPS

Gaines and several of the year MINIBUS

6 children (Emily, Chantelle and FUNDRAISER!

Isabelle) sorted all the savoury
food including cans, noodles,
pasta, tuna and vegetables. The
result was 5 huge boxes and
bags ready for consumption.

We were

absolutely

surprised with all

the food we

received as we

never realised

we would get

this much. Our

whole library

area was full of boxes and bags. Even

though we got loads of food, we still

worry about all of the homeless people

wh o donot Vi sit

organisation. We thank you all for

bringing in the food and we look
forward to the
homeless people
in Newcastle
having a feast!
Thanks again to
Mr Gaines for
making this

happen! By Sophia

At WDPS on Wednesday 19" October, the
whole school enjoyed a pyjama disco. Mrs
Hughes and Mrs Barr were in charge and
ran the whole show. The reason we had
this wonderful disco was for two reasons:
to raise money for 2 school mini buses
and to have loads of fun.

During the disco, the children enjoyed dancing to
top tunes. As the lights shone on our children,
Mrs Hughes and Mrs Barr were dressed up as top
DJs FHlorescedit6 cl ot hes and yo
them in the dark. All the children had a really fun

ti me dancing. il real ly e
would love to have another one next year. It must
have been the worldés best
taken ages t oly pfteradancingswaei d

took turns as each class went to get some sweets
and something to drink. Then the hotdogs
appeared: Mr Shiel and Mr Jones cooked the
amazing hotdogs and they were delicious -
served with ketchup (optional). The children were

t danpingwi t wg 0y hawh # Ipearty ga

bumpsd (a blast from the
the children. The children were very eager to win
the game and to be the best they could be.

One of our favourite games
(which Sandra Barton and Chloe Hutchinson won).

After the games the children got their dance legs on
again and started to boogie.

All of the children had a marvellous time and as the
night sadly ended, the children headed back to class
and got ready to go home

By Molly and Sarah



